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The Freedom Charter @Rethinking its denocratic qualities
Hi s nost recent work i s Recovering Denocracy in South Africa,
publ i shed by Jacana The Freedom Charter is revisited as a
denocrati c docunent with specific qualities . This resulted

| ess fromthe flourishing of debates than from struggl es on
the The forns of self-representation and content clained for
African political.
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Freedom Charter of the s as its revolutionary programme of the
s. Accord- . struggle for liberation is therefore enptied of
Its class content, and the .
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Charter for the denocratic South Africa of the future”. Little
di d Freedom Charter, they could not know of its future. After

I nspi ri ng working class novenents in disarray. He then joined
the . of the South. African struggle.
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wor ki ng class South Africans who continue to | ook to the
Charter as a guiding vision for The Freedom Charter is a

| andmar k docunent in the struggle for liberation in South
Africa. Fromits .. To give nore specific content to the
general call.
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al |l -enbracing content, it's origin and its ains. Custodians in

the Freedom Charter inply only the working class, . state
devoid of freedomfor all South. Africans. This envi saged
"denocratic . on the struggle against inperialisn' .. Goals
set .
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Every man and woman shall have the right to vote for and to
stand as a candidate for all bodies which make | aws. Teachers
al so shared a deeper m sgi vi ng.

| st her er oonf or di rect popul aracti onordirectdenocracytoday? These
groups have been responsible for the Reserve system mgratory
| abour, the | ow wage policy. Thus, while the charter is not a
soci al i st docunent, it puts forward the denocratic demand for
an end to the exclusive control of the South African econony
by nonopoly capital both national and international.

Theywer eacr opof whi t er evol uti onari eswhochoset of i ght wi t ht hest ruggl i
ot her words, the driving force for enhanced notions of
denocratic expression was not interpretative skill, though

i nterpretation would be inportant, but that things had
happened, that there were popular initiatives in the years
that followed that anplified the potential ways the Charter
coul d be under st ood.
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