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I think that I remember the foreword being almost exactly
that, sent by Caligula. Unsourced material may be challenged
and removed. The Rix are machine-augmented humans who worship
very different gods: AI compound minds of planetary size.
LeGuinfirstasked:"Canasciencefictionwriterwriteanovel? Blazing
starships, super weapons, epic galaxy spanning battles,
tentacled aliens, and valiant heroes very few heroines. The
war against the Taurans goes on and on, and William Mandella
is more and more a man out of time, facing a universe that no
longer makes sense to. A human expedition to the planet Jeep
is nearly wiped out by a virus that kills all the men and most
of the women.
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War of the Worlds, rocket pioneer Robert Goddard dedicated his
life to finding a way of flying to Mars, and he started the
long development process that led to effective modern military
rockets.
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